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As a Travel Management Company, BTL focuses primarily in the corporate travel
market and high-end leisure customers, for whom South America is an emerging
destination, growing in popularity because it is vibrant, exotic and different.

| recently had the opportunity to visit
Argentina and Brasil with the
assistance of World Journeys and g
LAN Airlines. The idea was to see 4
for myself some of the wonderful
sights and experiences these lovely
countries can offer.

The best way to get there from New
Zealand is on LAN airlines, which
travel from Auckland to Santiago,
Chile (five) times a week and from
there to almost all parts of South
America.

An Amazon “bus”

Buenos Aires

The capital of the Republic of Argentina and the counties largest city is Buenos Aires,
known as “The Paris of the Americas”. The city lies north-to-south along the mouth
of the Rio de la Plata and has been the gateway to the country for centuries.

Buenos Aires is a modern cosmopolitan city that features a strong European
heritage. You will be carried along by the passion for football and the love of the
Tango.



If you stay in a central hotel such
as the Melia or the Sheraton, you
will be within easy walking distance
of the famous Florida Street
shopping precint and the Plaza de
Mayo, where you will find the Casa
Rosada and the famous balcony
where Eva Peron (Evita) gave her
speeches to the people.

The weekend we were there, the
Casa Rosada was open for people
to go inside and look around.
Inside were wonderfully uniformed
guards who don’'t mind having
photographs with anyone who
asks.

The interior of the Casa Rosada

Eva Peron is buried in the Duarte family
i mausoleum, located in the amazing La
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« . I Recoleta cemetery, where the tree-

shaded avenues lead between finely

carved and ornate burial chambers which

rise 5 metres above ground and descend

up to 10 metres below ground.




Argentina is true “Beef Country” and there is none finer. There are traditional
Argentine steakhouses everywhere. We dined at the Estilo Campo in Puerto
Madero, which was excellent. You can also get a non-beef meal if you really want to.

The Argentine wines are also excellent.

There are many
sights around the
city but a visit to
the La Boca
neighbourhood is
well worth while.
This is the first
settlement of the
city’s Italian
Immigrants and
you will be
enchanted by the
colourful
architecture. The
tradition behind
the colours dates
right back to the
early immigrants
who were poor,
worked mostly
around the port and used left-over paint from painting their boats, for their houses.

You will Tango wherever you go in Buenos Aires, but
probably the best is at Esquina Carlos Gardel, which is in
keeping with the Art Nouveau style of the luxurious old time
dining rooms and is named after the famous singer. The
dinner before the show was excellent and the wines
sublime. After dinner, the tables were cleared away and we
were treated to a wonderful tango show of authentic music,
singing and dancing, of top artistic quality. Memorable.

Shopping :

Leatherwear is inexpensive in Buenos Aires and you find good quality shoes, coats
jackets etc in many of the shops in the city shopping precincts. However, for the cost
of a $3 metro ride or a taxi, you can go to Murillo Street (pronounced in Argentinian
Spanish as Mooreecho) and cruise the factory shops, where the bargains are even
better.



Iguacu (lguassu — depending on the country and lan  guage)

The town of Iguassu itself is in Brazil just a few kilometers from the borders of
Argentina and Paraguay. The nearby Iguagu Falls are a spectacular collection of
275 waterfalls extending over a length of almost 5 kilometers in an enormous canyon
on the Iguagu River.

There are 19 big waterfalls, the biggest of which is the 'Devil's Throat' which
measures over 90 meters high. Only 3 of the falls, Floriano, Deodoro and Benjamin
Constant are located on the Brazilian side with the majority located on the
Argentinean side facing Brazil thus presenting a better view on the Brazilian side.

Springing in Serra do Mar the River Iguagu runs 1,320 kilometers before it reaches
the waterfalls at Foz do Iguacu.

The Iguagu River forms the border between Argentina and Brasil. The viewing is
completely different from either side. In Argentina, you walk along the tops of the
falls and peer over the edge. In Brasil you are on a lower level looking up at the
huge cascades.

As the waters plummet down the falls a deafening roar is created. The average flow
of water over the falls is 1,800 m3 per second which accounts for around 10 million
litres of water per second cascading down the falls. Sometimes this volume has
actually tripled — up to 30 million litres per second. The resulting clouds of spray
create immense rainbows presenting a stunning colourful spectacle.

Belvederes (viewing platforms) have been scattered on the paths around the falls
allowing visitors to enjoy walks and treks alongside the cascading water. These
boardwalks take you to within inches of the cliff edges where the water then
plummets over. Below is the “Devil's Throat” just a few feet from the platform.



The Iguassu Falls — from the Brasil side of the river/border

As the waters plummet down
the falls a deafening roar is
created. The average flow of
water over the falls is 1,800
m3 per second which
accounts for around 10
million litres of water per
second cascading down the
falls. Sometimes this
volume has actually tripled —
up to 30 million litres per
second. The resulting clouds
of spray create immense
rainbows presenting a
stunning colourful spectacle.

The “Devil’'s Throat” in the background (from the Brasil side)

Belvederes (viewing platforms) have been scattered on the paths around the falls
allowing visitors to enjoy walks and treks alongside the cascading water. These
boardwalks take you to within inches of the cliff edges where the water then
plummets over.

The Hotel das Cataratas by Orient-Express,
is the only hotel located within the Iguassu
National Park (Brasil). It is surrounded by
tropical nature and has a wonderful outlook
across the famous Falls. This charming 193
bedroom colonial-style hotel features a large
pool and tennis court and is surrounded by
tropical gardens. Itis a true 5 star property
with an excellent restaurant and great service.

The Hotel “Experiences” desk will book you a

variety of side trips: A helicopter ride across

the top of the falls, a trip to the Bird Park

nearby, or a boat ride on the river below the falls. This trip will outfit you with a clear
plastic waterproof poncho to keep you dry then take you in powerful boat up the river
to the falls.



On the way you see just how high and low the river levels can get and you also run a
few low-level rapids. After a look around the Argentinian boating tour operation
(which runs from the Argentina side of the river) the boat takes you up as far as you
can safely go toward the main falls — it feels very close.

Just when you think you are wet enough, the boat nudges right under one of the
smaller falls where you feel the amazing raw power of tons of water dropping onto
you. Truly amazing!

Immediately across the road from the Hotel Das Cataratas, a walking track will take
you right to the base of the falls. A raincoat is essential. You will see amazing
rainbows caused by the spray and feel the power of the millions of cubic metres of
water falling very close by to where you are standing on walkways and lookouts
which are often unusable because they can disappear under water when the river
levels rise above the falls.



This is a unique spot for those wishing to experience the magnificent and
unforgettable spectacle of the Iguassu Falls.



