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As a Travel Management Company, BTL focuses primarily in the corporate travel
market and high-end leisure customers, for whom South America is an emerging
destination, growing in popularity because it is vibrant, exotic and different.

| recently had the opportunity to visit
Argentina and Brasil with the
assistance of World Journeys and g
LAN Airlines. The idea was to see 4
for myself some of the wonderful
sights and experiences these lovely
countries can offer.

The best way to get there from New
Zealand is on LAN airlines, which
travel from Auckland to Santiago,
Chile (five) times a week and from
there to almost all parts of South
America.

An Amazon “bus”

The Amazon

Manaus is the entry city to Brazil's Amazon. At five hours flying time from Rio,
Manaus is a very long way inland. As the plane landed, the Amazon River was too
wide to see the other side and the city certainly had high-rise buildings. Even though
Manaus is so isolated, the population is still greater then 2 million people and they
are re-building the local football stadium in preparation for the next World Cup, to be
held in Brazil.



We spent three nights’ aboard the M/V Iberostar Grand Amazon in a Tambaqui
Cabin.  This luxury ship takes guests on a magnificently memorable cruise along
both the Solimoes and Amazon Rivers, offering comfort and service complemented
by great food and wine.

The tariff is inclusive of all food and drink for
your entire stay on the boat.

The adventure begins in the city of Manaus,
capital of Amazonas, famous for its spectacular
Opera House.

After departing Manaus, the Iberostar Grand
Amazon makes stops at locations along the
Amazon jungle, offering excursions to explore
the dense, untouched vegetation.

Adventure-seekers will have the opportunity to
see indigenous plants, trees, animals and even
the local river communities, which are made up
of extremely friendly and hospitable people.

This rainforest experience is ideal for those looking for adventure with all the comfort
of a five-star hotel.

Guided activities and excursions from the ship include boat trips by tenders,
exploring the igarapes of the Amazon, trekking, the pink dolphins of the Amazon,
piranha fishing, alligator spotting, photo safaris and the Meeting of the Waters.

The Amazon is strangely familiar, yet different from anything else we have ever seen.
Perhaps we have read so much and seen movies and travelogues, we almost know
what to expect. However as things happen the experience is sometimes so different
that the surprise is total.

Each day, the ship’s tenders take
excursions up the myriad tributaries
and waterways. Sometimes the
river can be kilometers wide and
other times we had to fend of the
foliage at the side because it was so
narrow. When walking through the
jungle, there may not be wild
animals in every direction, but
nevertheless, there is ample bird
and animal life to keep you
entertained and on your guard.

Sometimes it got quite narrow



Piranha — small but colourful.

There are a very
surprising number of
fish. We watched a
local fisherman
casting a net (quite a
biblical sight) in a
small tributary. In
one cast (it took
about one minute for
the circular net to sink
and be pulled up
again), he caught a
big piranha (about 20
cm) and about 5
catfish of varying
sizes. The rivers
certainly provide food
for a great many
people.

The Piranha we caught, were quite small —
perhaps 10cm long, but their teeth were certainly
sharp. The guide who had admonished us not to
try to take them off the hook, was himself bitten
on the webbing between thumb and first finger.
Very sore !

The variation in river levels
from dry to wet season, is
about 15 metres. This
huge variation makes it
difficult for people to live in
houses around the river's
edge. Mostly they have
adapted to living in floating
houses or building on very
high stilts.



Even this house would be
uninhabitable during the wet season
because the river would cover all the
flat land to above the level of the
floor

The river is coloured by the silt, but
is not polluted.

The farmer’s tool shed is
reasonably well-equipped
with all sorts of implements —
including petrol-powered
tools.

Petrol is surprisingly cheap
— much less than NZ. Even
though they are more than
4,000 km from the sea, large
ships can navigate to
Manaus — including tankers
and cruise ships.

This was the house of
relatively prosperous
family. They had
inherited the house from
his father and it was on
stilts, but well above the
wet season high water
mark. They have some
land, some of which they
rent out and the rest is
cultivated for their food.



Giant Lilly

Some distance in from the river, on
the backwaters of a lake, is a cluster
of a species of giant lilly.

Sunset on the lake



Lasting Impressions

South America is a wonderful destination

Go there

exotic
different
exciting
variety

romance languages — Spanish in Argentina, Portuguese in Brasil,
Italian is understood, you can easily get by with English

The history is really interesting — the explorers we learned about at
school were the people who discovered these countries, by “feeling”
their way around the coastline. There is a rich European history and
influence.

fun-loving people
Tango, Samba, Bossa Nova — The Girl From Ipanema — wow
The “dental floss” bikinis on Copacabana and Ipanema beaches

The Amazon is a must see — huge, different, exciting, thought-
provoking, endangered, pragmatic

The sun rising over
the Amazon as a
blood red disk seen
through the smoke
haze of burn-off
fires

The mixing of the waters — the back vegetation rich waters of the Rio
Negro join the brown silty waters of the Amazon and travel together
for hundreds of kilometres without mixing.

Finish off your busy trip with a few days relaxing in Buzios



